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International Transport Security Symposium (ITSS)

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan hosted the inaugural International Transportation
Security Symposium (ITSS) in cooperation with Japan Atomic Energy Agency, with support
from the United States Department of Energy, in Tokyo from 12-14 November 2019. The
complexities of the supply chain for nuclear and radioactive materials present unique threats
to the security of these materials around the world. The intent of this symposium was to focus
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on these threats and engaging the international community to minimize the risks against such
threats and strengthen the security regimes for these materials in transport. Transportation
security is a vital aspect of the security of nuclear and radioactive materials worldwide.
Nuclear material is most vulnerable while in transit and therefore additional measures are
required to mitigate against these risks. Transport is further complicated by transfers between
different modes of transport, cross-country transit, and in-transit storage requirements.
Furthermore, in 2016, recognizing the international community’s need to address
transportation security, Japan sponsored Information Circular 909 (INFCIRC/909) — Joint
Statement on Transport Security of Nuclear Materials, which now has 17 countries as
subscribers. This joint statement seeks to encourage further exchanges of national practices
with other countries through the IAEA, the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism
(GICNT) and other international frameworks. The ITSS created a forum for discussions and
actions on this important topic as well as sharing best practices within the international
community.



